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Tie and Go 
            
Bending down to tie 
my daughter’s shoes 
I lean over and 
take care to 
make a double loop 
examining the color 
a bright neon orange 
and ask if 
these brand new shoes 
work, feel better 
than the old ones 
and I get 
an enthusiastic affirmative nod 
that is grounding 
the simple act of 
tying a shoe 
melts away troubles of 
unemployment, accidents, and 
death erasing all as 
if they never 
existed and all that 
remains is us and 
the new shoes. 
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